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Our work is far from complete. This fall, Polk County voters will 
again be asked to step up, and trust us to put your resources to 
work. We will have some exciting new projects bringing diverse 
outdoor recreation to our county. We will continue our work 
with water quality, natural resources restoration, and educating 
our youth and our communities on our natural world. Thank 
you for your trust and your past support, and we look forward to 
our future successes together!

See you on the trail,

Richard Leopold,
Polk County Conservation Director

a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  d i r e c t o r 

Here at Polk County Conservation, we are acutely aware of 
the value of the public dollar. We pride ourselves on providing 
quality environmental education, numerous outdoor recreation 
opportunities, and protection of Polk County’s land and water. 
With only 3% of Polk County’s budget, we oversee 23 parks and 
natural areas, totaling nearly 15,000 acres. Many of the larger 
connecting recreational trail systems are under our purview. The 
demand for public spaces and outdoor recreation is apparent 
given that over 4.2 million people visited our parks and trails last 
year alone.

In 2012, Polk County residents voted in strong support of a $50 
million bond to support these goals. Together, we have accom-
plished major projects, such as the Jester Park Nature Center and 
the fantastic restoration and amenities at Easter Lake Park in-
cluding greatly enhanced water sports and a beautiful paved rec-
reation trail surrounding the lake. In response to severe flood-
ing, we worked with multiple partners on projects such as the 
creation of the Fourmile Greenway. We advanced understanding 
of our water quality with the most extensive monitoring pro-
gram in the state and multiple projects underway to clean our 
waters and help mitigate future flooding. In a time of accelerated 
business and residential development, we acquired lands serving 
conservation for future generations to enjoy.

YOUR
RESOURCES

AT WORK
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This November Polk County voters will have an opportunity to vote 
on clean water, protected wildlife habitat, and providing everyone 
in Polk County with the opportunity to experience and enjoy our 
natural areas and parks. Polk County’s Water and Land Legacy, a 
$65 million bond, will be on the ballot to fund land conservation 
by the Polk County Conservation Board to protect drinking water 
sources, protect the water quality of rivers, lakes, and streams, in-
cluding the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers, protect wildlife habitat 
and natural areas, and provide more outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities for all Polk County residents. If approved by the voters, it 
would cost the average homeowner in Polk County $11 per year.

Polk County’s land, water and wildlife are our natural heritage and 
we have stewardship responsibility to protect and preserve them. 
Polk County’s Water and Land Legacy will help save Polk County’s 
natural areas, clean water and wildlife so future generations can 
enjoy them the same way we do. 

The referendum requires that funds can be used solely for the pur-
pose stated in the referendum and cannot be used for any other 
purpose. Expenditures will be fully disclosed to the public and an-
nually audited to assure that funds are used wisely and public ben-
efits are maximized. As with current funds made available to the 
Conservation Board, these funds will be leveraged with other com-
munities and local agencies, continuing partnerships to enhance 
and protect the natural environment.

• Nature education opportunities for all ages and abilities

• Active and healthy youth and adults

• Adequate natural areas for future generations

• Cleaner drinking water for your children and grandchildren

• Improved water quality in our lakes, ponds, and streams

• Abundant wildlife to view and enjoy

• Natural floodwater storage to help prevent flooding

• Improved and revitalized parks

WHAT YOU COULD SEE 20 YEARS FROM NOW...

investing in 
outdoor

recreation
protects iowa's natural resources

Photo: Easter Lake is now one of the cleanest lakes in Iowa following a com-
plete renovation of the watershed. This outdoor recreation hub on the south 
side of Des Moines encourages visitors to paddle, swim, f ish, and traverse the 
4-mile trail that circles the lake. 
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Bond Referendum Q & A's

How much will this cost?
The average homeowner would 
pay $11 per year. 91 cents a 
month is a very small price to 
pay to protect our drinking water 
sources, the water quality of our 
rivers, lakes, and streams, and 
protect wildlife habitat.

How many years will I pay this 
increased property tax?
The proposed bonding would al-
low for repayment of the bonds in 
20 years or less.

What types of projects will be 
funded?
The majority of the funds will 
go towards projects that help 
improve water quality, protect 
natural areas, enhance wildlife 
habitat, improve parks, complete 
trail connections, and provide en-
vironmental education opportuni-
ties for children and adults. Proj-
ects will be evaluated by the Polk 
County Conservation Board.

How will the Iowa Confluence 
Water Trails (ICON) project ben-
efit from this funding?
Of the $65 million dollars, $15 
million will be earmarked for wa-
ter trails, providing more outdoor 
recreational opportunities and 
improving public access to and 
the safety of rivers and creeks for 
floating, boating, and fishing in 
Polk County.

Will the funds be able to be used 
for other purposes?
No, bonding rules require that 
funds only be used for the pur-
poses authorized in the measure 
which include improvements and 
land acquisition to protect water 
quality, conservation of natural 
areas, and improving parks. The 

funds would not be available for 
salaries or annual operations and 
maintenance expenses.

Will I see improvements in my 
community?
The proposed improvements to 
the county park and trail systems 
can be accessed by all communi-
ties within Polk County. The pro-
tection and enhancements of the 
rivers, lakes and streams within 
Polk County will benefit all com-
munities and users of these re-
sources.

Who receives and implements 
the funding?
Polk County will issue the bonds 
and make the funds available to 
the Polk County Conservation 
Board for the proposed purpos-
es. The Polk County Conserva-
tion Board will be charged with 
evaluating and selecting projects 
and spending the funds from the 
bonds.

How will they be held account-
able?
All expenditures will be subject 
to full public disclosure and an 
annual independent audit. Pro-
posed and completed projects 
will be available to the public on 
the Conservation Board’s website 
and included as part of their an-
nual report.

Top Photo: Access by all to natural areas is a priority. These creek stairs at Thomas 
Mitchell Park invite park users into the water to learn and explore. 

Bottom Photo: These eager Toddler Tales participants are ready to catch and 
tag monarch butter f l ies alongside a Naturalist at the Jester Park Nature Center.
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Trestle to Trestle Bridge
In 2019, ice jams collapsed the Trestle to Trestle Bridge 
that spans over Beaver Creek in Johnston. This bridge is the 
connector between the cities of Johnston and Des Moines 
and a key element of the very popular urban Trestle to 
Trestle Trail. Since the collapse, trail partners have been 
searching for funding for this $2 million dollar project. 
We are pleased to announce that funding has now been 
secured!

Funding sources include the cities of Johnston and Des 
Moines, Metropolitan Planning Organization, Polk County, 
Polk County Conservation, FEMA, and the State of Iowa. 
Invitations to bid for the project will be solicited in Novem-
ber 2021, with anticipated construction to begin in late 
winter. Designers incorporated the trestle design into the 
railing of the new bridge to tie it to the past.
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PARKS

Easter Lake Park
All undesirable trees have been removed on just over three acres along the 
northern boundary of Easter Lake Park as part of the Easter Lake North Shore 
Management Plan. The area will be managed for weed growth throughout 
the rest of the year and seeded to native grasses and forbs this winter. Fifty-
one oak trees will be planted in the area this fall to facilitate the conversion 
to oak savanna. 

Fourmile Creek Greenway
Design will be completed for the 35th street wetland and construction will 
begin this fall. Drone footage will be taken to capture some images before 
construction. Along with construction of this project, roads no longer needed 
in the area will be removed. Some roads will remain and be used as walking 
trails.  
 
The first native prairie seeding has been completed in the Greenway area on 
just over 20 acres. This area will be mowed throughout the year in order to 
manage weed growth.

Jester Park
Construction of a new dual port RV dump station began in late August and is 
anticipated to be completed by fall 2021.

Yellow Banks Park
Final design and construction documents will be completed for the Priest 
Ravine Remediation Project. This project will restore just under 2,000 linear 
feet of streambank entering Yellow Banks Pond. Construction will begin once 
these documents are complete and funding is secured.

Eleven full hook up RV camping sites are anticipated to be completed by late 
fall 2021. Tent camping has been relocated to the east side of the park where 
a new restroom and shower house will be built near the ballfields.  

Crane Meadows
Excavation of the seven ermergent and three oxbow wetlands on site has 
been completed. The land around the wetlands is being prepped for a dor-
mant prairie seeding later this winter. Wood duck boxes will be installed in 
some of the wetlands. With help from Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, a 
prescribed burn, next spring, will enhance the timber and prepare that area 
for a native grass and wildflower seeding. Several hundred oak, walnut, and 
other hardwood trees will also be planted in the woodland area post burn.

Bond
Updates
September - December 2021

Polk County Water & Land Legacy Updates

LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE 

POLK COUNTY WATER & LAND LEGACY 

In 2012, the voters in Polk County, with a 72% approval, 
passed the $50.0 million Polk County Water and Land Legacy 
Bond. Specific areas were targeted with specific percentages 
of the bond being used for water quality, trails, land acquisi-
tion, and park improvements. These funds have either been 
expended or committed to a variety of highly successful 
water quality, trails, land acquisition, and park improvement 
projects throughout Polk County.

We encourage the public to stay involved and updated on 
PCWLL projects in future years. Visit our website regularly 
for project updates and public input opportunities.

www.leadingyououtdoors.org

Rendering of the Trestle to Trestle Bridge Replacement. 
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1. Beaver Creek Greenbelt 

2. Brown’s Woods

3. Carney Marsh

4. Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt

5. Chichaqua Valley Trail

6. Easter Lake Park

7. Eagle Roost Wildlife Area

8. Engeldinger Marsh

9. Fort Des Moines Park

10. Fourmile Creek Greenway

11. Gay Lea Wilson Trail

12. Great Western Trail

13. High Trestle Trail

14. Jester Park

15. Lauridsen Skatepark

16. Mally’s Park

17. Mark C. Ackelson Trail

18. Oralabor Gateway Trail 

19. Strasser Woods State Preserve 

20. Sycamore Trails

21. Thomas Mitchell Park

22. Trestle to Trestle Trail

23. Yellow Banks Park
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