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“Survived & Thrived!” for 100 years!

Brian Rickert, Chair

The Taxpayers Association of Central Iowa turned 100 in 2021. Not many organizations
can celebrate that!
In 1921, the average annual household income was $3,269.40; a 1-pound loaf of bread
cost 5¢; a movie cost 15¢; a new Chevrolet cost $525; a gallon of gas cost 30¢; and the
average price of a new home was $6,296.
What else has happened over those 100 years? The Nation experienced the Great
Depression, booming and busting economies, a world war and several other conflicts, the Civil Rights Act, a
man walking on the moon, numerous technological advances that no one could imagine, COVID, and …
Yet, through it all, the Association survived and thrived, and continued to be considered the “Good
Housekeeping Seal of Approval” on public-sector matters.
We look forward to our next 100 years. We will continue to be the independent, non-partisan voice in the
region that shines light on issues, educates and informs, and that will facilitate and promote good
government.
We welcome your input and look forward to the dialog as we work toward creating and maintaining
“vibrant, safe and just Central Iowa communities.”
If you have not done so already, please join the ranks of our membership and help us make this
organization even better in its second century. We thank you for your continued interest and support.
Brian

THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Art Wittmack, President

To have vibrant, safe, and just, communities in Central Iowa we need the services
provided by a strong public sector. The financial resources available to support them,
however, are not unlimited.
As the political rhetoric becomes increasingly polarized, the Association continues to be a
forum for critical, educated, and civil dialog regarding the performance and appropriate
funding of counties, cities, schools and other public entities in Polk, Dallas, and Warren
counties.
We hope you will find this report informative and our activities worthy of your continued, or new, support
and investment.
Art
Pres@taxpayersci.org
(515) 288-3328
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CIVILITY
When the Association was forced from monthly in-person presentations at the
Cub Club (“TACI in the Tavern”) to the Zoom platform on April 22, 2020 (“TACI
Town Halls”), the first session included presentations on the “Seven Keys to a
Respectful Meeting” by Scott Raecker (Executive Director, Drake University’s
Ray Center) and on “Polarity Management” presented by TACI member Bob
Riley (Chair, Riverhead Resources).
In the intervening 20 months, the Association has amplified its efforts in this
regard. Why is the present dialog so incendiary? What, if anything, can be done to prevent or redirect a
conversation that instantly becomes confrontational?
Why has responding with an insult (That’s the dumbest thing I have ever heard… You must be a …), rather than
reasoned thought, become the standard? It certainly doesn’t lead toward understanding and constructive actions.
Encouraging, and demonstrating civility continued to be a “touchstone” during the 33 TACI Town Halls that
followed that first Zoom gathering.

TACI TOWN HALLS

Get Informed, join the dialog and make a difference!
The “TACI Town Halls” conducted monthly on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month were designed to be
informative, to stimulate thinking, and to formulate actions that will strengthen Central Iowa communities.
The expectation of those participating? To honor opposing, seemingly conflicting values in order to find a balance
between them by recognizing each other’s views, focusing on positive aspects of both, and working together to find
productive outcomes.

2021 Topics included:
Property Taxes: “Property taxes… Yesterday, today and in the future?” “Property Taxes 101 – From Assessing property values to paying
the property tax bill … and beyond.” “Let’s Talk Property Tax Increases” “2021 Property Tax Update”

K-12 Education: “Student Outcomes-Based Governance” “Gov. Reynolds’ Education Proposal – SSB1065” “Educational Outcomes: West
Des Moines & State of Iowa Data” “2021 School Board Elections – Questions to ask” “2021 School Board Elections – Adult Games vs. Student
Outcomes” “2021 School Board Elections – What just happened?”

Municipalities: “City of Des Moines’ employee incentive to live in the city” “Backfill, what is it and were did it go?” “Bondurant – The
challenges and opportunities of a smaller suburban city.”

Mental Health System & Funding: “The current landscape & a possible model for collaboration” “Summer Round Table: Changes to
the mental health system & funding.”

State of Iowa: “Funding, Legislation & Updates” “2021 “Iowa’s Landmark Tax Reform” – SF 619” “Gov. Reynolds ‘Condition of the State’
Address” “Federal & State Updates – Impact on cities, counties & your taxes.” “State of Iowa Finances: Sources & Uses of Funds and Incoming
Federal Funding” “State Auditor’s Public Innovation and Efficiencies (PIE) Program”
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ARPA & COVID-19: “The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021- Impact on Central Iowa” “The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 – Impact on
Public Schools” “Public sector operational and financial challenges being faced in this COVID-19 era” “Private sector operational and
financial challenges being faced in this COVID-19 era”

Regional Cooperation: “Regional Cooperation: Is it possible?” “What Opportunities Exist?” “Regional Cooperation: Focus on the MPO
and Capital Crossroads” “Central Iowa Water Works”

Other Issues: “DART: Operations, Facilities & Funding” “Broadlawns Medical Center: Candidates & Issues” “Polk County $65M “Water
and Land Legacy Bond” Referendum” “Des Moines International Airport Authority – Proposed New Terminal”

Just for fun: the first person that correctly identifies all of these panelists will win a $100.00 contribution to the Central Iowa charity of their
choosing. Submit your entry to Admin@taxpayersci.org. Winner will be announced in an upcoming “TACI Topics.”
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION!

SHOWCASE PROJECTS: totaling $1.938 Billion!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pro Iowa Soccer Stadium:
$65M Polk County Water & Land Legacy Bond
The Market District
Merle Hay Mall Campus:
Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino:
Des Moines Area Community College:
Des Moines International Airport – New Terminal Plan
Des Moines Industrial – Transload Facility

SPONSORS: Platinum: Prairie Meadows; Gold: EMC Insurance Companies, Hubbell Realty, JSC Properties, Knapp
Properties, MidAmerican Energy, Principal Financial Group; Silver: Bank Iowa, Brown Winick Law, Robert Josten &
Susan Judkins, Ted Lodden, Neumann Brothers, Inc., UnityPoint Health, Sue & Art Wittmack; Individual: AMAC
Action, Community Bankers of Iowa, Carmine & Steve Boal, Dave & Hallie Still Caris, E.J. Giovannetti, Libby & Steve
Jacobs, Don Jones & Patience Kpurukoo, Adam Kaduce, Dave Miglin, Jan & Bob O’Hollearn.
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WATER & LAND LEGACY BOND ISSUE

Why the Association endorsed the $65M referendum
It has been the modus operandi of the Association to do research,
educate, discuss, and where appropriate, advocate on public sector
issues. An example was the work done on Polk County’s bond
referendum that appeared on the November 2021 ballot.
After six weeks of intensive research and detailed analysis of both the 2012
bond issue, and the modeling and proposed uses of the proposed 2021 issue,
the Association conducted a Town Hall on October 20 to give Central Iowans
an opportunity to hear the facts and ask
questions. Rich Leopold, Director of Polk County
Conservation, was the guest panelist.
He said the $65 million bond, will “fund land
conservation by the Polk County Conservation Board to protect drinking water sources, protect the
water quality of rivers, lakes, and streams, including the Des Moines and Raccoon Rivers, protect
wildlife habitat and natural areas, and provide more outdoor recreational opportunities for all Polk
County residents, continuing the work funded by the 2012 bond issue.”
Having completed the research, provided the facts, convened the community discussion, and weighed the benefits and costs,
the Association endorsed the referendum:
“It is the opinion of the Taxpayers Association of Central Iowa that:
•
•
•

The projects, as currently envisioned, are worthy, but taxpayers have an obligation to help shape specific future
projects.
Funding the projects through General Obligation bonds appears to be a reasonable, if not the only option.
If the November 2 referendum is passed, an additional $11.20 per year will be added to the current tax bill of the
average Polk County homeowner, resulting in a total annual cost of $24.49 for both the 2012 and proposed 2021
proposed projects.
•
The Taxpayers Association strongly advocates that future annual property
tax levy rates for debt are reduced to the extent actual tax valuation growth
exceeds the 3% annual growth rate assumption utilized in the County’s
projections, thus mitigating the cost impact on Polk County taxpayers.
•
For purposes of transparency and accountability, the Association strongly
encourages the County to complete one referendum before initiating (and
combining it with) another.
•
A full, annually audited accounting of the funds and projects has been
provided for the 2012 projects and has been pledged for the new projects.

The complete endorsement, the relevant documents and references may be found on the Town Hall website:
(https://tacitownhall.org/polk-co-65m-bond-details-2/)
The Des Moines Register’s editorial supporting the bond closed with the following paragraph:
As in 2012, interest rates are favorable. The Taxpayers Association of Central Iowa, an organization that monitors and
evaluates government spending with skepticism, has endorsed the bond vote. In a fact sheet shared locally, it says that the
projects appear to be worthy, and that borrowing is probably the best way to obtain the money to spend on them.
Copyright © 2021, The Des Moines Register. 10/31/2021
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JUST THE FACTS
Property tax collections, some of which are increasing at multiple times that of income, CPI, or population growth,
will continue to be a focus. What services can be shared? Where can increased efficiencies be found? What are
alternatives to property taxes? The concern is best captured by a TACI member …
“I am really concerned about residential property taxes for the City of DSM/Polk Co. and my capability to stay in my
home … Actually, my taxes increased 60% in one year and 11% the next…

Last year property tax support of regional mental health services was replaced by state funding. DART has
recognized the property tax issue and continues to seek operational efficiencies and alternative funding sources. A
regional water authority is being considered which may have long-term benefits for Central Iowa ratepayers. Schools
continue to be the highest user of property taxes; what are the outcomes for the dollars invested? The active
participation of a growing membership will ensure vibrant, safe, and just, communities in Central Iowa!

CLOSING THOUGHTS

Get Informed, join the dialog and make a difference!
The Taxpayers Association of Central Iowa was created in 1921 under the name “Polk Des Moines Taxpayers
Association.” For a century, it has provided facts, and served as a watchdog of local governments to assure
transparency and good decision-making on matters of significant public importance. In 2011, the Association
expanded its geography to include Dallas and Warren Counties and was re-named the Taxpayers Association of
Central Iowa.
If you are interested in being added to the Association’s
distribution list, please send an email to: Admin@TaxpayersCI.org
The primary website is undergoing a major reconstruction. In the
interim, announcements, resources, and other information can be
found on the Town Hall website: https://tacitownhall.org
Also, follow the Association on
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook!

JOIN US!
Membership is open to both businesses and
individuals.
Membership details may be found at :
https://tacitownhall.org/join-us/
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2021 BOARD MEMBERS AND TERM ENDING DATES
Carmine Boal
Accumold
Dave Caris
Individual Member
Leisa Fox
Individual Member
Onnalee Gettler
MidAmerican Energy
E.J. Giovannetti
Hopkins, Huebner, P.C.
Paul Hayes
JSC Properties
Ron Herman
EMC Insurance Companies
Brett Hyland
Knapp Properties
Libby Jacobs
Individual Member
Ted Lodden
Individual Member
Bob O’Hollearn
Individual Member

2023
2023
2022
2023
2022
2021
2023
2021
2022
2022
2022

Rich Pullen
Principal
Sid Ramsey
Unity Point Health Des Moines
Brian Rickert
Individual Member
John Ruan IV
Ruan Companies
Jim Sarcone
Hubbell Realty.
Gretchen Tegeler
Individual Member
Brian Tessau
Nationwide
Jeanne Vanda
Individual Member
Matt Wagner
Bank Iowa
J. Marc Ward
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Michele Wilkie
Prairie Meadows
Art Wittmack
President

2021
2022
2022
2022
2021
2023
2022
2022
2021
2021
2023

“Using an approach that digs into the details and ignores the headlines,
the Association is THE community resource for encouraging innovative
government and effective use of tax dollars.” … Paul Hayes, JSC Properties
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